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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an objection to Tree Preservation Order (TPO) L/TPO/349 and 

determine if the order should be confirmed or confirmed subject to 
modifications. 

 
2. DESCRIPTION 
 
2.1 This TPO protects 4.3ha of woodland situated on the brow of a hill overlooking 

Chesterton and is a significant feature on the skyline.  
 
3. REASON FOR TPO 
 
3.1 A planning application (1300602FUL) was received for change of use of the 

woodland for use as a paintball site. The Arboricultural Officer raised a concern 
that trampling of the woodland floor associated with paintballing activity is likely 
to lead to compaction of the soil structure, adversely affecting oxygen diffusion 
and water percolation to the root systems of the trees. This damage typically 
leads to the gradual decline in the health and vigour of the trees in the 
woodland. Your Officers are concerned that the applicant has not given 
sufficient consideration for the potential long term impact this proposal could 
have on the longevity and health of the trees in the woodland. There is a risk 
that unless the potential impact has been assessed the woodland could suffer 
long term significant damage. The Application has been declared invalid until 
additional information including an arboricultural impact assessment regarding 
the potential impacts of paintballing had been received.  

 
3.2 Section 197 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 places a duty on local 

planning authorities when granting planning permission to include appropriate 
provision for the preservation and planting of trees: 

 
It shall be the duty of the local planning authority—  
(a) to ensure, whenever it is appropriate, that in granting planning permission 
for any development adequate provision is made, by the imposition of 
conditions, for the preservation or planting of trees; and  
(b) to make such orders under section 198 as appear to the authority to be 
necessary in connection with the grant of such permission, whether for giving 
effect to such conditions or otherwise. 

 
3.3 Paragraph 3.30 of the Development Management DPD: Proposed Submission 

2010 and the Draft Local Plan to 2036 currently under consultation, states that: 
 

“Where specific trees or groups of trees are of particular value (such that their 
removal would have a significant impact upon the local environment and its 
enjoyment by the public), and are potentially under threat, the Council will make 
Tree Preservation Orders to protect them.” 

Policy EN19 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan states that: 
 
 “The district council will make tree preservation orders where it considers that 

trees which contribute to the local amenity and/or the landscape are at risk.” 
 
3.4 An Amenity Evaluation Checklist is used by your officers, which provides a    

systematic approach of determining whether or not a Tree Preservation Order 
should protect a tree or trees. The woodland was assessed as having amenity 
value to the area and Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/349 was made using the 
woodland category on the 31 July 2013 to ensure the protection and retention 
of this woodland. A copy of the checklist is appended for your information.  

 



 
3.5 The woodland category’s purpose is to safeguard the woodland as a whole. 

While some trees may lack individual merit, all trees within woodland are 
protected and made subject to the same provisions and exemptions. In 
addition, trees and saplings which grow naturally or are planted within the 
woodland area after the Order is made would also be protected by the Order.          
The making and confirming of a woodland category TPO does not hinder 
management of the wood, and this authority does not unreasonable refuse tree 
work applications based on sound woodland management practices. There are 
many woodlands within the District of Huntingdonshire that are protected by a 
Tree Preservation Order, and their day to day use and management is not 
prejudiced by that protection.  
 

3.6 A letter from the agent representing the applicant objecting to the Tree 
Preservation Order was received on 20 August 2013.  

 
3.7 A letter from the landowner objecting to the order was received on 23 August 

2013 
 
 
4. OUTLINE OF OBJECTIONS 
 
4.1 The Agent considers that the woodland has been used for shoots previously 

and considers that damage may already have had an impact. 
 
4.2 The making of the TPO is considered to be a tactical ploy rather than a practical 

one. 
 
4.3 Paintballing has been established in other woodlands elsewhere. The woodland 

is a key part of the paintballing activity and therefore would be maintained as 
such. 

 
4.4 The landowner’s objection is that the TPO is unnecessary as no trees have 

been felled or damaged. The TPO would make the ongoing management of the 
woodland unnecessarily restrictive. 

 
5. RESPONSE TO OBJECTIONS 
 
5.1 While the woodland may have been used for game shooting previously, the 

impact on the woodland would be seasonal, and less intensive. This kind of 
activity is therefore potentially far less damaging than the proposed use as a 
paintball site. 

 
  
5.2 A Tree Preservation Order is made to protect specific trees, groups of trees or 

woodlands of particular amenity value to local communities. They are not made 
to be a tactical ploy rather than a practical one. There appears to be a potential 
threat to the health and longevity of this woodland, and on those grounds that 
there seems is sound reason for the making and confirming of a new order to 
give the woodland a reasonable measure of protection.     

 
5.3 This Tree Preservation Order makes the potential effects of paintballing a 

material consideration of the planning application but not necessarily preclude 
the granting of planning permission. Additional information has been requested 
to support the planning application including an arboricultural assessment of the 
potential impacts of soil compaction of the woodland floor and how this will 
affect oxygen diffusion, water penetration, prediction and evaluation of these 



effects and proposed mitigation. This request for an assessment of the likely 
impact of the proposal on the health and longevity of the woodland is typical of 
the level of information required for any application that could affect a tree or 
trees.  To date this information has not been forthcoming. 

 
5.4 The landowner’s management of the woodland is not at issue. The purpose of 

the woodland category of the order is to safeguard the woodland as a whole. 
Beneficial management of the woodland would be encouraged and a single tree 
work application could be submitted for regularly repeated operations, phased 
or programmes of tree management work. The TPO is therefore not restrictive 
to the proper management of the woodland. 

 
6. CONCLUSION 
 
6.1 The woodland is an important and significant feature in the local landscape. To 

date the applicant has not demonstrated that the potential impacts of the 
paintballing activity on the long term health of the woodland has been 
considered at all, and that the proposal would not adversely affect the long term 
health and vitality of the woodland. The confirmation of this TPO will not hinder 
the beneficial management of the woodland or prejudice the determination of 
the planning application.  

 
7. RECOMMENDATION 
 
7.1 That the panel confirms Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/349 
 
8. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
8.1 Tree Preservation Order File No 884 
 
Contact Officer: MR BRIAN OGDEN, ARBORICULTURAL 

OFFICER 
 01480 388437 

Contributor: Mr Mike Barber, Assistant Arboricultural Officer 
  01480 388439 
 
 
 SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION  
  
1,  Letters of Objection 
2, Tree Evaluation Method for Preservation Orders – TEMPO 
3, Site Location Plan 
4, W1 TPO Plan 
5, Tree Preservation Order Photographs of views of woodland 
6, Plan showing the location of the viewpoint where the photograph was taken 
  
 





















 Colin Bashford Associates Ltd 2003 

TREE EVALUATION METHOD FOR PRESERVATION ORDERS (TEMPO): 
 

SURVEY DATA SHEET & DECISION GUIDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 1: Amenity assessment 

a) Condition & suitability for TPO: 

Refer to Guidance Note for definitions 

 

5) Good  Highly suitable 

3) Fair  Suitable   

1) Poor  Unlikely to be suitable   

0) Unsafe Unsuitable   

0) Dead  Unsuitable 

 

b) Remaining longevity (in years) & suitability for TPO: 

Refer to ‘Species Guide’ section in Guidance Note 

 

5) 100+  Highly suitable 

4) 40-100 Very suitable 

2) 20-40  Suitable 

1) 10-20  Just suitable 

0) <10  Unsuitable 

   

c) Relative public visibility & suitability for TPO: 

Consider realistic potential for future visibility with changed land use; refer to Guidance Note 

 

5) Very large trees, or large trees that are prominent landscape features Highly suitable 

4) Large trees, or medium trees clearly visible to the public  Suitable 

3) Medium trees, or larger trees with limited view only  Just suitable 

2) Small trees, or larger trees visible only with difficulty  Unlikely to be suitable 

1) Young, v. small, or trees not visible to the public, regardless of size Probably unsuitable 

 

d) Other factors 

Trees must have accrued 7 or more points (with no zero score) to qualify 

 

5) Principal components of arboricultural features, or veteran trees 

4) Members of groups of trees that are important for their cohesion 

3) Trees with significant historical or commemorative importance 

2) Trees of particularly good form, especially if rare or unusual 

1) Trees with none of the above additional redeeming features 

 

Part 2: Expediency assessment  
Trees must have accrued 9 or more points to qualify; refer to Guidance Note 

 

5) Known threat to tree 

3) Foreseeable threat to tree 

2) Perceived threat to tree 

1) Precautionary only 

0) Tree known to be an actionable nuisance 

 
Part 3: Decision guide 

 

Any 0  Do not apply TPO 

1-6  TPO indefensible 

7-10  Does not merit TPO 

11-13  Possibly merits TPO 

14+  Definitely merits TPO 

Tree details 

TPO Ref: L/TPO/349  Tree/Group No: Woodland  Species: Broadleaved  

Owner (if known): R H Waterworth Ltd, Manor Farm, Oundle Road, Chesterton, Peterborough  

Location: Chesterton Hill, Oundle Road, Chesterton 

Score & Notes 

5, The woodland appears to be in good overall 

condition, with no obvious issues, and the health of the 

trees within the wood also appear to be good.  

Score & Notes 

5, the assumption is that this mature established 

woodland will continue to be a woodland for more than 

100 years.    

Score & Notes 

2, I am not aware of any significant 

factors other than this being a long  

established attractive mature woodland.  

Score & Notes 

 5, the woodland 

stands in a very 

prominent 

location.   

Add Scores for Total: 

19 

Date: 26/07/2013      Surveyor:  Brian Ogden 

Score & Notes: 

Planning application 1300602FUL proposes Change 

of use from woodland to paintball site, without any 

assessment of potential impact on woodland, 2.  

Decision: 

 
Definitely merits TPO 
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Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/349
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Woodland

View from Oundle Road looking south west
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